Dear <<Name>>:

We write to you today as an EBS licensee and educator/educational institution/education services provider who is proudly engaged with doing what we believe is a greater purpose, which is providing quality educational programs and services to those in our communities.  Admittedly, this isn’t always an easy task.  As a university, school, public television station, other, we are always looking at different tools to help us in our efforts to educate our youth, and adults.  One such tool is the Educational Broadband Service (EBS).

Between 1963 and 1995, the FCC granted EBS spectrum licenses to elementary schools, colleges, universities, and educational non-profits.  These licenses have been used directly by some educational entities to develop and deploy their own wireless networks.  In other cases, licensees lease some of their spectrum to commercial entities who build the network and in turn provide the licensee with equipment, services, and/or fees to realize educational use requirements. 

This system has worked well for educators, students and commercial operators in both urban & rural settings and for mobile & fixed wireless customers.  In particular, where the licenses have been granted to rural schools, wireless networks have been built by these schools or their commercial lessees, resulting in fixed wireless service being made available to millions of residents in rural areas that have no or very limited choices for internet access, all the while advancing their educational mission.

The FCC has proposed eliminating eligibility rules to hold EBS licenses, as well as auctioning these new licenses before educational entities have had an opportunity to obtain a license.  We oppose this approach and hope you can help convey our message to the Commission.

The FCC’s first goal should be to expand the successful structure to areas that have not had the chance to benefit from these licenses that have been locked away by the FCC for over 23 years.  Of the___X#____counties in __list state_____, _X#     of them have EBS spectrum that is sitting fallow.  These  counties are mostly rural and mostly unserved or poorly served by Internet providers.  We agree with the FCC’s proposed filing windows for available licenses which would grant Tribal Nations and educational institutions priority access to EBS spectrum.  Any auction scenario is likely to exclude most schools, tribes and small, rural wireless internet service providers as they are neither financially nor procedurally prepared to acquire spectrum through auctions.

As an educational entity who has had the opportunity to apply for and receive an EBS license, we ask you to encourage the FCC to reject commercializing the 2.5GHz network and support making new Educational Broadband Service licenses available to educational institutions who would work to bring forth benefits to the school, students, faculty and our rural communities, thus helping to bridge the digital divide and end the homework gap.  Please support the attached Bi-Partisan Sign-on Letter.
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Respectfully,
